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The	Urban	League	of	Arkansas	partnered	with	 the	Center	 for	Business	and	Economic	Research	 in	 the	
Sam	M.	Walton	College	of	 Business	 at	 the	University	 of	Arkansas	 to	produce	 a	 report	 providing	data	
to	 identify	twelve	key	areas	of	need	 in	 the	African	American	and	Latino	communities	 in	Arkansas	and	
to	 assist	 in	 the	 development	 of	 programs	 and	 policies	 to	 address	 them.	 The	 twelve	 indicators	 are	











State-wide, funding for education remained steady from 2012 to 2016.
• Of	the	ten	districts	surveyed,	Little	Rock	School	District	spent	the	most	per	pupil	($14,530	in	2016)
• Of	the	ten	districts	surveyed,	El	Dorado	School	District	spent	the	least	per	pupil	($9,108	in	2016)
Following the change in the state testing system, the percent of African Americans and Hispanic and 
Latino students achieving a ready or exceeds expectations designation fell across all 10 districts
• The	percent	of	4th	grade	students	achieving	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	in	literacy	
increased	from	2015	to	2016	in	each	of	the	cities	survey	except	Little	Rock




Statewide, dropout rates for African American students remained steady and fell slightly for Hispanic 
and Latino students between 2014 and 2017.
• Helena-West	Helena	experienced	the	sharpest	decrease	in	dropout	rate	for	African	American	stu-
dents in the 4-year period between 2014 and 2017
• Blytheville	and	Pine	Bluff	saw	significant	decreases	in	dropout	rates	for	Hispanic	and	Latino	students	
in the 4-year period between 2014 and 2017
5
Report Highlights
Across the districts included in the study, the rate of college-going African American students fell 







Graduation rates for African American and Hispanic students rose across the ten districts surveyed 












Black or African American
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students	made	 up	 10.7	 percent,	 and	 white	 students	
made	 up	 74.7	 percent	 of	 students	 in	 Bentonville	
School	District.	 Since	2012,	 the	 racial	 composition	of	
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Bentonville 4th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Bentonville
Expenditure per Student
For	 the	 2016	 school	 year,	 Bentonville	 School	 District	
spent	 $12,815	 per	 student,	 8.95	 percent	 more	 than	
the	 amount	 spent	 per	 student	 in	 2012.	 Bentonville	




African	 American	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	
achieved	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
in 4th grade literacy at lower rates than white students 




in	 2016	 and	 the	 achievement	 rates	 for	 Hispanics	 or	
Latinos	rose	from	37.1	percent	to	49.6	percent,	while	























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Bentonville 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Bentonville 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
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Bentonville 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Fourth Grade Math
African	 American	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	
achieved	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
in 4th grade math at lower rates than white students 









African	 American	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	
achieved	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
in 8th grade literacy at lower rates than white students 





grew	 from	 56.2	 percent	 to	 72.1	 percent	 and	 the	
achievement	 rates	 for	Hispanics	 or	 Latinos	 increased	
from	49.6	percent	to	59.7	percent.
Eighth Grade Math
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 8th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	 than	 white	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	 in	
the	Bentonville	School	District.	Since	the	state	testing	
system	 changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	
Americans	achieving	a	 ready	or	exceeds	expectations	
designation	 grew	 from	 22.2	 percent	 to	 29	 percent,	
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Bentonville Disciplinary Action by Selected Races and Ethnicitites
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Disciplinary Action
During	the	2016-2017	school	year,	Bentonville	School	
District	 reported	728	 in-school	 suspensions,	442	out-
of-school	suspensions,	17	expulsions,	459	exclusionary	
discipline	 actions,	 and	 0	 instances	 of	 corporal	
punishment.	 African	 American	 students	 were	 more	
likely to be disciplined, with 20 disciplinary instances 
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Bentonville Dropout Rate Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
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Bentonville Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity






averaged	a	dropout	 rate	of	 1.0	percent	over	 the	five	






Between	 2012	 and	 2016,	 the	 average	 graduation	
rate	 in	 the	Bentonville	School	District	across	all	 races	
was	 consistently	higher	 than	 the	 statewide	averages.	
Graduation	 rates	 for	 African	American	 students	 have	
increased	 by	 32	 percent	 since	 2012,	 and	 in	 2016	






























Bentonville College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 




























































































































































































2012 2013 2014 2015
Bentonville Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 






















































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Bentonville Median Household Income by Selected Race and Ethnicity
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races
College Going
Bentonville	 School	 District’s	 college	 going	 rate	 for	 all	
students	from	2014	to	2016	decreased	slightly.	Students	
in	 Bentonville	 pursued	 a	 post-secondary	 degree	 at	



















was	 47.14	 percent	 higher	 in	 2016	 at	 $76,447	 when	
compared	 to	 the	 2010	 median	 income	 of	 $51,956.	
Between	2010	and	2016	African	American	households	
saw	 a	 77.52	 percent	 increase	 in	 median	 income,	
however, average household income for African 
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Blytheville 4th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Expenditure per Student






African American students consistently achieved a 
ready	 or	 exceeds	 expectations	 designation	 in	 4th	
grade literacy at lower rates than white students in 
the	Blytheville	 School	District.	 Since	 the	 state	 testing	











































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Blytheville 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race

































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Blytheville 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race

































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Blytheville 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Fourth Grade Math
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 4th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	 than	 white	 students	 in	 the	 Blytheville	 School	
District.	 Following	 the	 change	 in	 state	 testing	 system	
in	 2015	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	 achieving	
a	 ready	 or	 exceeds	 expectations	 designation	 grew	
from	14.3	percent	to	22.6	percent	 in	2016,	while	the	
achievement rates for white students grew from 40 
percent	to	78.3	percent.
Eighth Grade Literacy
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	designation	in	8th	grade	literacy	at	lower	
rates	 than	 white	 students	 in	 the	 Blytheville	 School	
District.	 Since	 the	 state	 testing	 system	 changed	 in	
2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	 achieving	
a	 ready	 or	 exceeds	 expectations	 designation	 grew	




African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 8th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	 than	 white	 students	 in	 the	 Blytheville	 School	
District.	 Following	 the	 change	 in	 state	 testing	 system	
in	 2015	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	 achieving	
a	 ready	 or	 exceeds	 expectations	 designation	 grew	
from	 6.7	 percent	 to	 8.3	 percent	 in	 2016,	 while	 the	























































All Black Hispanic White All Black Hispanic White All Black Hispanic White
2015 2016 2017
Blytheville Disciplinary Action by Selected Races and Ethnicitites
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Disciplinary Action
During	 the	 2016-2017	 school	 year,	 Blytheville	 School	
District	 reported	856	 in-school	 suspensions,	382	out-
of-school	suspensions,	4	expulsions,	386	exclusionary	
discipline	 actions,	 and	 169	 instances	 of	 corporal	
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Blytheville Dropout Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity





































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Blytheville Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races State
Dropout Rate
The	 dropout	 rate	 for	 Blytheville	 School	 District	 from	
2012	to	2016	increased	by	3.6	percent.	Averaging	3.5	
percent	 over	 the	 last	 five	 years,	 the	 dropout	 rate	 in	
Blytheville	 School	 District	 was	 higher	 than	 the	 state	
average	 of	 2.2	 percent.	 Drop	 out	 rates	 for	 African	




The	average	graduation	 rate	 in	 the	Blytheville	School	
District	across	all	races	has	steadily	increased	over	the	
last	 5	 years,	with	 the	 exception	 of	 2016.	 Graduation	
rates for African American students have risen by 
7 percent since 2012, however, in general African 




























Blytheville College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 





















































































































































































2012 2013 2014 2015
Blytheville Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 

















































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Blytheville Median Household Income by Selected Race and Ethnicity
















African Americans, 81 percent had completed high 
school	in	2016	(up	from	76	percent	in	2010),	and	11.3	
percent	had	a	bachelor’s	degree	or	higher	in	2016	(up	
from	 7.1	 percent	 in	 2010)	 In	 2016,	 81.7	 percent	 of	
Hispanics	or	 Latinos	 in	Blytheville	had	at	 least	a	high	




was	 10.2	 percent	 higher	 in	 2016	 at	 $33,880	 when	
compared	 to	 the	 2010	 median	 income	 of	 $30,743.	
Between	2010	and	2016	African	American	households	
saw	 a	 22.5	 percent	 rise	 in	median	 income,	 however,	
average household income for African Americans 






with	 a	 total	 enrollment	 of	 4,522	 students	 for	 2016.	





















2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
El Dorado School District Spending Per Pupil
District State Avg
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
El Dorado 4th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race











decreased, though a slight increase was seen from 
2015	 to	 2016.	 African	 American	 students	 achieved	 a	
ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	in	4th	grade	
literacy	 at	 lower	 rates	 than	 white	 and	 Hispanic	 or	
Latino	students	in	the	El	Dorado	School	District.	Since	
the	state	testing	system	changed	in	2015,	the	percent	
of African Americans achieving a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 grew	 from	 14.3	 percent	 to	
17.1	percent	in	2016,	while	the	achievement	rates	for	
white	students	grew	from	46.7	percent	to	52.3	percent	


























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
El Dorado 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Fourth Grade Math
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 4th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	than	White	and	Hispanic	or	Latino	students	in	the	
El	Dorado	School	District	with	the	exception	of	2016.	
The	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	 achieving	 a	 ready	
or	 exceeds	 expectations	 designation	 grew	 from	 6.2	
percent	to	29.5	percent	in	2016,	while	the	achievement	




African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 




designation	 grew	 from	 7.3	 percent	 to	 13.0	 percent,	

























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
El Dorado 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race


















































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
El Dorado 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Eighth Grade Literacy




changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	
achieving	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
grew	from	12.0	percent	to	32.9	percent	in	2016,	while	
the achievement rates for white students grew from 






During	 the	 2016-2017	 school	 year,	 El	 Dorado	 School	
District	 reported	868	 in-school	 suspensions,	831	out-
of-school	suspensions,	0	expulsions,	890	exclusionary	
discipline	 actions,	 and	 0	 instances	 of	 corporal	






























2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017
El Dorado Dropout Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity


















































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
El Dorado Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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El Dorado Disciplinary Action by Selected Races and Ethnicitites
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Dropout Rate
The	 dropout	 rate	 for	 El	 Dorado	 School	 District	 from	
2012	 to	 2016	 remained	 relatively	 stable,	 averaging	
1.7	percent	over	the	five	years	compared	to	the	state	
average	of	2.2.	El	Dorado	School	District’s	dropout	rate	






The	 average	 graduation	 rate	 in	 the	 El	Dorado	 School	
District	 across	 all	 races	 was	 relatively	 close	 to	 the	
statewide	 averages	 from	 2012	 to	 2016.	 While	
graduation	 rates	 have	 varied	 since	 2012,	 in	 general	
African American students graduated at lower rates 
than the statewide average while white students and 






































































































































































































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
El Dorado Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 

























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
El Dorado Median Household Income by Selected Race and Ethnicity




students	 in	 El	 Dorado	 consistently	 pursued	 a	 post-
secondary degree at a higher rate than the statewide 
average	from	2014	to	2016.	Although	the	percentage	































El Dorado College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
















was	 26.5	 percent	 higher	 in	 2016	 at	 $36,732,	 when	
compared	 to	 the	 2010	 median	 income	 of	 $29,041.	
Between	2010	and	2016	African	American	households	
saw	 a	 50	 percent	 rise	 in	 median	 income,	 however,	
average household income for African Americans 






Fort	 Smith	 School	 District	 is	 comprised	 of	 fifteen	























2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Fort Smith School District Spending Per Pupil
District State Avg
Fourth Grade Literacy
African	 American	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	
achieved	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
in 4th grade literacy at lower rates than white students 
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Fort Smith 4th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Expenditure per Student
For	 the	 2016	 school	 year,	 Fort	 Smith	 School	 District	
spent	$10,662	per	student,	7.69	percent	less	than	the	
amount	spent	per	student	in	2012.	Fort	Smith	School	






















































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Fort Smith 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Fourth Grade Math
African	 American	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	
achieved	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
in 4th grade math at lower rates than white students 









African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 8th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	 than	 white	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	 in	
the	Fort	Smith	School	District.	Since	 the	state	 testing	
system	 changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	
Americans	achieving	a	 ready	or	exceeds	expectations	
designation	 grew	 from	 5.9	 percent	 to	 16.3	 percent,	

























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Fort Smith 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race




















































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Fort Smith 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Eighth Grade Literacy














During	 the	2016-2017	 school	 year,	 Fort	 Smith	School	
District	reported	2215	in-school	suspensions,	795	out-
of-school	suspensions,	3	expulsions,	798	exclusionary	
discipline	 actions,	 and	 0	 instances	 of	 corporal	
punishment.	 African	 American	 students	 were	 more	
likely	 to	be	disciplined,	with	55	disciplinary	 instances	



























2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017
Fort Smith Dropout Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity
White Black/African American Hispanic District State
Graduation Rate
Between	2012	and	2016,	the	average	graduation	rate	
in	 the	 Fort	 Smith	 School	District	 across	 all	 races	was	
consistently	lower	than	the	statewide	averages.	While	
graduation	 rates	 for	 African	 American	 students	 have	
increased	by	18.1	percent	since	2012,	in	general	African	















































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Fort Smith Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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Fort Smith Disciplinary Action by Selected Races and Ethnicitites
OSS EXP EDA ISS COP
Dropout Rate
The	dropout	rate	for	Fort	Smith	School	District	steadily	
decreased	 from	2012	 to	 2016,	 averaging	 2.8	 percent	
over	the	five	years	compared	to	the	state	average	of	2.2.	
Fort Smith has been consistently above the statewide 
average	 each	 of	 the	 five	 years	with	 the	 exception	 of	
2016.	Since	the	2014-15	school	year,	dropout	rates	for	




















































































































































































2012 2013 2014 2015
Fort Smith Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
High School Some College/Assoc. Deg Bachelor's Degree & Higher
College Going
Fort	 Smith	 School	 District’s	 college	 going	 rate	 for	 all	
students	from	2014	to	2016	remained	steady.	Students	
in Fort Smith also consistently pursued a post-
secondary degree at a lower rate than the statewide 
average.	 Although	 the	 percentage	 of	 college	 going	
students increased across both African American and 
Hispanic	or	Latino	students	in	2016,	African	American	
and	 Hispanic	 students	 in	 Fort	 Smith	 School	 District	




was	 1.61	 percent	 lower	 in	 2016	 at	 $35,956	 when	
compared	 to	 the	 2010	 median	 income	 of	 $36,545.	
Between	2010	and	2016	African	American	households	
saw	 a	 13.03	 percent	 decrease	 in	 median	 income.	
Average household income for African Americans 



























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Fort Smith Median Household Income by Selected Race and Ethnicity























Fort Smith College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 






increased	 slightly	 from	19.3	percent	 to	19.9	percent.	
Among	African	Americans,	82.4	percent	had	completed	
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designated	 as	 ready	 or	 exceeding	 expectations	 in	
literacy steadily decreased, though a slight increase was 
seen	from	2015	to	2016.	Since	the	state	testing	system	
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Helena-West Helena 4th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Expenditure per Student
For	the	2016	school	year,	Helena-West	Helena	School	
District	 spent	 $13,618	 per	 student,	 1.9	 percent	 less	
than	 the	amount	 spent	per	 student	 in	2012.	Helena-
West	Helena	School	District’s	per	pupil	expenditure	for	
2016	was	 23	 percent	 or	 $2,544	more	 than	 the	 state	
average	of	$11,074.
Enrollment
Helena-West	 Helena	 School	 District	 is	 comprised	 of	
three	schools	with	a	total	enrollment	of	1,425	students	
for	2016.		In	the	2016	school	year,	enrollment	was	down	
24.5	 percent	 from	 2012.	 In	 2016,	 African	 American	
students	made	up	95.3	percent	of	the	District,	Hispanic	
or	 Latino	 students	 made	 up	 0.2	 percent,	 and	 white	
students	made	up	3.9	percent	of	students	 in	Helena-



























































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Helena-West Helena 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Eighth Grade Math
With	the	exception	of	2012,	the	percent	of	8th	grade	
students	 in	 the	 El	 Dorado	 School	 District	 who	 were	
designated	 as	 ready	 or	 exceeding	 expectations	 in	
math had consistently been lower than the state wide 
average.	 Since	 the	 state	 testing	 system	 changed	 in	

























































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Helena-West Helena 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race


















































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Helena-West Helena 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Races AMO
Eighth Grade Literacy
The	 percent	 of	 8th	 grade	 students	 in	 the	 Helena-
West	Helena	 School	District	who	were	designated	as	
ready	or	exceeding	expectations	in	literacy,	was	lower	
than	 the	 state	wide	 average	 in	 both	 2015	 and	 2016.	

















School	 District	 reported	 313	 in-school	 suspensions,	
194	 out-of-school	 suspensions,	 0	 expulsions,	 194	
exclusionary	 discipline	 actions,	 and	 106	 instances	
of	 corporal	 punishment.	 African	 American	 students	
were	more	likely	to	be	disciplined,	with	60	disciplinary	
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Helena-West Helena Dropout Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity


























































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Bentonville Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino Origin All Race State
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2015 2016 2017
Helena-West Helena Disciplinary Action by Selected Races and Ethnicitites
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Dropout Rate
The	 dropout	 rate	 for	 Helena-West	 Helena	 School	





























































































































































































2012 2013 2014 2015
Helena-West Helena Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
High School Some College/Assoc. Deg Bachelor's Degree & Higher
College Going




at a higher rate than the statewide average from 2014 
to	 2016.	 Although	 the	 percentage	 of	 college	 going	
students	 increased	 across	 all	 races	 in	 2016,	 African	
American	 and	 Helena-West	 Helena	 School	 District	
pursued a college degree at a lower rate than white 
students.
Median Household Income
Median	 income	 for	 residents	 of	 all	 races	 in	 Helena-
West	 Helena	 was	 15.2	 percent	 lower	 in	 2016	 at	
$21,653,	when	compared	to	the	2010	median	income	
of	$25,524.	Between	2010	and	2016	African	American	
































































































2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Helena- West Helena Median Household Income by Selected Race and 
Ethnicity






















Helena-West Helena College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 

















$10,823 $11,089 $10,784 









2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Jonesboro School District Spending Per Pupil
District State Avg
Fourth Grade Literacy
African	 American	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	
achieved	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
in 4th grade literacy at lower rates than white students 














students	made	 up	 12.4	 percent,	 and	 white	 students	
made	up	38.4	percent	of	students	in	Jonesboro	School	
District.	Since	2012,	there	has	been	a	modest	increase	




























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Jonesboro 4th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Expenditure per Student
For	 the	 2016	 school	 year,	 Jonesboro	 School	 District	
spent	$10,823	per	student,	2.3	percent	more	than	the	
amount	spent	per	student	 in	2012.	 Jonesboro	School	


























































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Jonesboro 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Eighth Grade Math
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 8th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	 than	 white	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	 in	
the	 Jonesboro	 School	 District.	 Following	 the	 change	
in	state	testing	system	in	2015	the	percent	of	African	
Americans	achieving	a	 ready	or	exceeds	expectations	
designation	 grew	 from	 8.3	 percent	 to	 18	 percent	 in	
2016,	while	the	achievement	rates	for	white	students	
grew	from	11.1	percent	to	53	percent	and	achievement	
rates	 for	Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	 grew	 from	13.3	
percent	to	19.6	percent.
Fourth Grade Math
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
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Jonesboro 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
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Jonesboro 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Eighth Grade Literacy




changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	
achieving	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
grew	from	10.6	percent	to	26.7	percent	in	2016,	while	
the achievement rates for white students grew from 






During	 the	 2016-2017	 school	 year,	 Jonesboro	 School	
District	reported	1336	in-school	suspensions,	691	out-
of-school	suspensions,	6	expulsions,	697	exclusionary	
discipline	 actions,	 and	 130	 instances	 of	 corporal	
punishment.	 African	 American	 students	 were	 more	
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Jonesboro Dropout Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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Jonesboro Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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Jonesboro Disciplinary Action by Selected Races and Ethnicitites
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Dropout Rate
The	 dropout	 rate	 for	 Jonesboro	 School	 District	 from	
2012	to	2016	steadily	decreased,	averaging	2.2	percent	
over	the	five	years	and	was	similiar	to	the	state	average	
of	 2.2.	 Jonesboro	 School	 District’s	 dropout	 rate	 fell	
below	 the	 statewide	 average	 three	of	 the	 five	 years.	
Dropout	 rates	 for	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	 and	
African American students were higher than those for 
white students in three of the four school years shown 
in	the	graph.	
Graduation Rate
The	average	graduation	 rate	 in	 the	 Jonesboro	School	




have	 also	 seen	 an	 increase	 in	 graduation	 rates	 from	
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Jonesboro Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 







going African American and white students decreased 




was	 14.3	 percent	 higher	 in	 2016	 at	 $42,732	 when	
compared	 to	 the	 2010	 median	 income	 of	 $37,368.	
Between	2010	and	2016	African	American	households	
saw	 a	 15.1	 percent	 rise	 in	median	 income,	 however,	
average household income for African Americans 
remained	 $21,818	 lower	 than	 the	 median	 income	
of	 white	 households.	 The	 2016	 median	 income	 for	
Hispanic	 and	 Latino	 households	 fell	 between	 the	
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Jonesboro Median Household Income by Selected Race and Ethnicity




























Jonesboro College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 







African	Americans,	 84.4	 percent	 had	 completed	 high	
school	in	2016	(up	from	78	percent	in	2010),	and	15.6	
percent	 had	 a	 bachelor’s	 degree	 or	 higher	 in	 2016	
(down	from	15.8	percent	in	2010)	In	2016,	59.7	percent	
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Little Rock 4th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
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2016 Little Rock School District By Selected Race and Ethnicity 
Expenditure per Student
For	 the	 2016	 school	 year,	 Little	 Rock	 School	 District	
spent	 $14,530	 per	 student,	 0.9	 percent	 more	 than	
the	 amount	 spent	 per	 student	 in	 2012.	 Little	 Rock	




African	 American	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	
achieved	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
in 4th grade literacy at lower rates than white students 
in	 the	 Little	 Rock	 School	 District.	 Since	 the	 state	
testing	system	changed	in	2015,	the	percent	of	African	
Americans	achieving	a	 ready	or	exceeds	expectations	
designation	 fell	 from	 27	 percent	 to	 23.3	 percent	 in	
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Little Rock 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Fourth Grade Math
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 4th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	than	white	and	Hispanic	or	Latino	students	in	the	
Little	Rock	School	District.	Since	the	state	testing	system	
changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	
achieving	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
grew	from	6.2	percent	to	31.6	percent	in	2016,	while	
the achievement rates for white students grew from 
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Little Rock 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
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Little Rock 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
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Eighth Grade Literacy




changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	
achieving	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
grew	from	23.7	percent	to	33.3	percent	in	2016,	while	
the achievement rates for white students grew from 




 African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 8th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	than	white	and	Hispanic	or	Latino	students	in	the	
Little	Rock	School	District.	Since	the	state	testing	system	
changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	
achieving	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
grew	 from	 6.7	 percent	 to	 16.1	 percent,	 while	 the	
achievement	rates	for	white	students	grew	from	28.9	
percent	to	61.5	percent	and	the	achievement	rates	for	





During	 the	2016-2017	 school	 year,	 Little	Rock	 School	
District	reported	0	in-school	suspensions,	3867	out-of-
school	 suspensions,	 0	 expulsions,	 3867	 exclusionary	
discipline	 actions,	 and	 0	 instances	 of	 corporal	
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Little Rock Dropout Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity
White Black/African American Hispanic District State
Graduation Rate
Between	2012	and	2016,	the	average	graduation	rate	
in	 the	 Little	 Rock	 School	 District	 across	 all	 races	was	
consistently	lower	than	the	statewide	averages.	While	
graduation	 rates	 have	 varied	 since	 2012,	 in	 general	
African	 American	 students	 and	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	
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Little Rock Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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Dropout Rate
The	 dropout	 rate	 for	 Little	 Rock	 School	 District	
decreased	 slightly	 from	 2012	 to	 2016,	 averaging	 4.2	
percent	 over	 the	 five	 years	 compared	 to	 the	 state	
average	of	2.2.	Little	Rock	has	been	consistently	above	
the	statewide	average	each	of	the	five	years.	Dropout	
rates	 for	 Hispanic	 or	 Latino	 students	 and	 African	
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Little Rock Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
High School Some College/Assoc. Deg Bachelor's Degree & Higher
College Going
Little	 Rock	 School	 District’s	 college	 going	 rate	 for	 all	
students	 from	 2014	 to	 2016	 decreased	 from	 47.3	
percent	 to	 42.7	 percent.	 Students	 in	 Little	 Rock	 also	
consistently pursued a post-secondary degree at a 
higher	 rate	 than	 the	 statewide	 average.	 While	 the	
percent	 African	 American	 and	 Hispanic	 students	 in	
Little	 Rock	 School	 District	 pursuing	 a	 college	 degree	





was	 5.67	 percent	 higher	 in	 2016	 at	 $46,578,	 when	
compared	 to	 the	 2010	 median	 income	 of	 $44,068.	
Between	2010	and	2016	African	American	households	
saw	 a	 1.71	 percent	 rise	 in	median	 income,	 however,	
average household income for African Americans 
remained	$29,837	 lower	 than	 the	median	 income	of	
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Little Rock Median Household Income by Selected Race and Ethnicity




























Little Rock College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
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Pine Bluff 




with	 a	 total	 enrollment	 of	 4,016	 students	 for	 2016.	
In	 the	 2016	 school	 year,	 enrollment	 was	 down	 12.2	
percent	from	2012.	In	2016,	African	American	students	
made	up	96	percent	of	the	District,	Hispanic	or	Latino	
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2016 Pine Bluff School District By Selected Race and Ethnicity 
Expenditure per Student
For	 the	 2016	 school	 year,	 Pine	 Bluff	 School	 District	
spent	$11,753	per	 student,	 7	percent	more	 than	 the	









22.7	percent.	 Since	 the	 state	 testing	 system	changed	

























































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Pine Bluff 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Fourth Grade Math
The	 percent	 of	 4th	 grade	 students	 in	 the	 Pine	 Bluff	
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Pine Bluff 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
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Pine Bluff 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Eighth Grade Literacy
The	 percent	 of	 8th	 grade	 students	 in	 the	 Pine	 Bluff	








The	 percent	 of	 8th	 grade	 students	 in	 the	 Pine	 Bluff	
School	 District	 who	 were	 designated	 as	 ready	 or	
exceeding	 expectations	 in	 math,	 was	 consistently	
lower	than	the	state	wide	average	from	2012	to	2016.	
Following	 the	 change	 in	 state	 testing	 system	 in	 2015	
the percent of African Americans achieving a ready 





During	 the	 2016-2017	 school	 year,	 Pine	 Bluff	 School	
District	 reported	 1014	 in-school	 suspensions,	 1238	
out-of-school	 suspensions,	 14	 expulsions,	 1252	
exclusionary	 discipline	 actions,	 and	 20	 instances	 of	
corporal	 punishment.	 African	 American	 students	
were	more	likely	to	be	disciplined,	with	95	disciplinary	
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Pine Bluff Dropout Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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Pine Bluff Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity

































All Black Hispanic White All Black Hispanic White All Black Hispanic White
2015 2016 2017
Pine Bluff Disciplinary Action by Selected Races and Ethnicitites
OSS EXP EDA ISS COP
Dropout Rate
The	 dropout	 rate	 for	 Pine	 Bluff	 School	 District	 from	
2012	 to	 2016	 grew	 modestly,	 averaging	 5.5	 percent	
over	 the	 five	 years	 compared	 to	 the	 state	 average	
of	 2.2.	 Pine	 Bluff	 has	 been	 consistently	 above	 the	
statewide	average	each	of	 the	five	years.	Hispanic	or	
Latino	 students	 and	 white	 students	 had	 significantly	
higher dropout rates than African American students in 
three	of	the	past	four	school	years	shown	in	the	graph.
Graduation Rate
The	 average	 graduation	 rate	 in	 the	 Pine	 Bluff	 School	
District	 across	 all	 races	 has	 been	 consistently	 lower	
than	statewide	averages.	Graduation	rates	for	African	
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Pine Bluff Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 









was	 1.07	 percent	 higher	 in	 2016	 at	 $30,942	 when	
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Pine Bluff Median Household Income by Selected Race and Ethnicity

























Pine Bluff College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 







African	Americans,	 82.6	 percent	 had	 completed	 high	
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changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	
achieving	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
grew	from	16.1	percent	to	23.5	percent	in	2016,	while	
the achievement rates for white students grew from 
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2016 Texarkana School District By Selected Race and Ethnicity 
Expenditure per Student
For	 the	 2016	 school	 year,	 Texarkana	 School	 District	
spent	 $12,161	 per	 student,	 8.78	 percent	 more	 than	
the	 amount	 spent	 per	 student	 in	 2012.	 Texarkana	
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Texarkana 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Fourth Grade Math
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 4th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	than	White	and	Hispanic	or	Latino	students	in	the	
Texarkana	School	District	with	the	exception	of	2016.	
Following	 the	 change	 in	 state	 testing	 system	 in	 2015	
the percent of African Americans achieving a ready 
or	 exceeds	 expectations	 designation	 grew	 from	 7.7	
percent	to	32.2	percent	in	2016,	while	the	achievement	




African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
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Texarkana 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
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Texarkana 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
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Eighth Grade Literacy




changed	 in	 2015,	 the	 percent	 of	 African	 Americans	
achieving	a	ready	or	exceeds	expectations	designation	
grew	from	10.2	percent	to	33.1	percent	in	2016,	while	
the achievement rates for white students grew from 






During	 the	 2016-2017	 school	 year,	 Texarkana	 School	
District	reported	1175	in-school	suspensions,	353	out-
of-school	suspensions,	55	expulsions,	408	exclusionary	
discipline	 actions,	 and	 0	 instances	 of	 corporal	
punishment.	 African	 American	 students	 were	 more	
likely	 to	be	disciplined,	with	67	disciplinary	 instances	
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Texarkana Dropout Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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Texarkana Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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Dropout Rate
The	 dropout	 rate	 for	 Texarkana	 School	 District	 from	
2012	 to	 2016	 grew	 modestly,	 averaging	 4.3	 percent	
over	 the	 five	 years	 compared	 to	 the	 state	 average	
of	 2.2.	 Texarkana	 has	 been	 consistently	 above	 the	
statewide	average	each	of	the	five	years.	The	dropout	
rates for African American students were higher than 
those for white students in three out of the four past 
school	years.
Graduation Rate
The	 average	 graduation	 rate	 in	 the	 Texarkana	 School	
District	 across	 all	 races	 has	 been	 consistently	 lower	
than	statewide	averages.	Graduation	rates	for	African	
American	 students	 have	 fallen	 by	 2.6	 percent	 since	
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Texarkana Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 




3.8	 percent	 to	 67	 percent.	 Students	 in	 Helena-West	
Helena	consistently	pursued	a	post-secondary	degree	
at a higher rate than the statewide average from 2014 
to	 2016.	 Although	 the	 percentage	 of	 college	 going	
students	 increased	 across	 all	 races	 in	 2016,	 African	
American	 and	 Helena-West	 Helena	 School	 District	
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Texarkana Helena Median Household Income by Selected Race and 
Ethnicity



























Texarkana College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 







African	Americans,	 84.6	 percent	 had	 completed	 high	
school	 in	 2016	 (up	 from	 82.5	 percent	 in	 2010),	 and	
8.6	percent	had	a	bachelor’s	degree	or	higher	in	2016	
(up	from	7.3	percent	in	2010)	In	2016,	77.4	percent	of	
Hispanics	 or	 Latinos	 in	 Texarkana	had	 at	 least	 a	 high	
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students	 made	 up	 1.3	 percent,	 and	 white	 students	
made	up	 20.9	 percent	 of	 students	 in	West	Memphis	
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2016 West Memphis School District By Selected Race and Ethnicity 
Expenditure per Student
For	the	2016	school	year,	West	Memphis	School	District	
spent	 $11,149	 per	 student,	 17.9	 percent	 more	 than	
the	amount	spent	per	student	in	2012.	West	Memphis	
School	 District’s	 per	 pupil	 expenditure	 for	 2016	 was	
0.67	 percent	 or	 $75	more	 than	 the	 state	 average	 of	
$11,074.
Fourth Grade Literacy




the percent of African Americans achieving a ready 
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West Memphis 8th Grade Literacy Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Fourth Grade Math
Following	 the	 change	 in	 the	 state	 testing	 system	 in	
2015,	 the	percent	of	4th	grade	 students	 in	 the	West	
Memphis	 School	 District	 who	 were	 designated	 as	
ready	 or	 exceeding	 expectations	 in	 math	 increased	
from	11.9	 to	37.8	percent	 in	2016.	African	American	
students have consistently achieved a ready or exceeds 




The	 percent	 of	 8th	 grade	 students	 in	 the	 West	
Memphis	 School	 District	 who	 were	 designated	 as	
ready	 or	 exceeding	 expectations	 in	math,	 was	 lower	
than	 the	 state	wide	 average	 in	 both	 2015	 and	 2016.	
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 8th	 grade	math	 at	 lower	
rates	than	white	students	in	the	West	Memphis	School	
District.	Since	the	state	testing	system	changed	in	2015,	
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West Memphis 8th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race







































































2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
West Memphis 4th Grade Math Acheivment Ready or Exceeding by Selected Race
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races AMO
Eighth Grade Literacy
African American students achieved a ready or exceeds 
expectations	 designation	 in	 8th	 grade	 Literacy	 at	
lower	rates	than	white	students	in	the	West	Memphis	









During	 the	 2016-2017	 school	 year,	 West	 Memphis	
School	 District	 reported	 76	 in-school	 suspensions,	
672	 out-of-school	 suspensions,	 5	 expulsions,	 677	
exclusionary	 discipline	 actions,	 and	 344	 instances	






























2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017
West Memphis Dropout Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
White Black/African American Hispanic District State
Graduation Rate
The	 average	 graduation	 rate	 in	 the	 West	 Memphis	
School	 District	 across	 all	 races	 has	 been	 consistently	
lower	 than	 statewide	 averages,	 with	 the	 exception	
of	2015.	While	graduation	rates	 for	African	American	
students	 have	 increased	 by	 6	 percent	 since	 2012,	 in	
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West Memphis Graduation Rate by Selected Race and Ethnicity
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Dropout Rate




consistently above the statewide average each of the 
five	years,	except	for	2014	when	it	fell	to	1.32	percent.	
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West Memphis Educational Attainment by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
High School Some College/Assoc. Deg Bachelor's Degree & Higher
College Going
Between	 2014	 and	 2016,	 West	 Memphis	 School	
District’s	college	going	rate	for	all	students	decreased	
from	59	percent	to	46.1	percent.	The	percent	of	students	
in	West	Memphis	 pursuing	 a	 post-secondary	 degree	
fell	below	 the	 state	average	 in	2015.	The	percentage	
of college going students decreased across all races in 
2016.	From	2014	to	2016	the	percent	of	college	going	
African	 American	 students	 fell	 by	 10.5	 percent	 and	









saw a 4 percent rise in median income, however, 
average household income for African Americans 
remained	$24,908	 lower	 than	 the	median	 income	of	
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West Memphis Median Household Income by Selected Race and 
Ethnicity
























West Memphis College Going Rates by Selected Race and Ethnicity 
White Black or African American Hispanic or Latino All Races State Avg
Educational Attainment
The	 proportion	 of	 those	 above	 the	 age	 of	 25	 who	
had completed high school grew from 74 percent to 
80	 percent	 between	 2010	 and	 2016.	 The	 proportion	
of	 the	population	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	or	higher	
increased	 from	 9.5	 percent	 to	 13.9	 percent.	 Among	
African	Americans,	 74.6	 percent	 had	 completed	 high	
school	 in	 2016	 (up	 from	 67.2	 percent	 in	 2010),	 and	
10.4	percent	had	a	bachelor’s	degree	or	higher	in	2016	
(up	from	5.8	percent	in	2010)	In	2016,	81.6	percent	of	





























Arkansas.	 	With	almost	23,000	team	members	 in	 locations	all	across	
Arkansas, we have a deep investment in the health and well-being of 
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